possible to ensure the fulfilment of Germany's obligations
to the Allies.
Furthermore, if the Provisional German Government
were to be composed of persons representing the Lauds, the
German people might form the conviction- that the govern-
ment was1 composed of persons dependent on the occupation
authorities. Such a government would hardly enjoy the nec-
essary prestige among German democratic circles, From
this standpoint, the American delegation's proposal evokes
serious, doubt.
Lastly, the proposal of the American delegation states
that directives to the Provisional German Government shall
be given either by the Control Council as such, or by deci-
sion of a majority of the members of the Control Council.
If we accepted this proposal, we should be going back on
the principle of agreed decisions among all the Allies, The
majority would then cease to reckon with the objections of
one or other of the Allies. The Soviet delegation oonsidiers
this proposal unacceptable. It would violate the Potsdam
and other, still earlier, decisions of the Allias- regarding the
Control Council. It would destroy the Control Council and
unity of action of the Allies in Germany. If we adopted
such a decision we would tangle up affairs in Germany and
cause great confusion in German political life.
When we spoke of the British delegation's proposals
regarding the main stages in the establishment of political
democracy in Germany, V. M. Molotov continued, we had
in view the following:
First, the creation, as the initial step, of central 'admin-
istrative bodies for a number of economic branches, as
was decided at Potsdam. We might supplement this decision
by, say, creating an all-German authority for agriculture
and food, which we all considered desirable.
Secondly, the creation of some advisory body to assist